Creating Wetlands to Protect Our Water Supply

We are not Mother Nature but we know how

to build natural environments. In Hamden, we
created manmade wetlands to trap road sand and
contaminants in stormwater runoff from a 200-acre
urbanized drainage area before they could enter

our nearby public water supply reservoir. These are
substances that are routinely washed off town roads
during storm events.

Last summer, we built a series of basins that included
a large swath of spongy wetlands vegetation to trap
and naturally filter contaminants flowing into the
reservoir. The wetland plantings and over 100 upland
tree and shrub plantings also enhance aesthetics and
provide a habitat for turtles, frogs, birds and other
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wildlife species. The neighbors in the area offered
input into the design and landscaping of this project.

We have constructed a number of these treatment
wetlands in the last 15 years to help reduce the
impacts of non-point source pollution from watershed
development on our water supply. With our newest
treatment facility in operation, this project is part of
our overall source water protection program to help
make drinking water at the source as clean as possible
even before it undergoes our rigorous treatment
process.
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