
   

 

Representative Policy Board  

Finance Committee 

South Central Connecticut Regional Water District 

*Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 250 487 233 051 3  

Passcode: 5TQ6Vs7w  

Or 

Dial in by phone  

+1 469-965-2517,,635585608# United States, Northlake  

Phone conference ID: 635 585 608#  

 

AGENDA 

 

Regular Meeting of Monday, March 9, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Safety Moment 

2. Review Plan of Audit – FY 2026: CliftonLarsonAllen 

3. Approval of Minutes – February 9, 2026 meeting 

4. Quarterly Report on RPB approved projects 

5. Authority meeting attendance: 

a. Thursday, March 26, 2026 at 12:30 p.m. – Ms. Young 

b. Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 12:30 p.m. – Mr. Clifford 

c. Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 12:30 p.m. – Mr. Jaser 

6. New Business 

7. Next regular meeting is Monday, April 13, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. and will include a review of the 

FY 2027 Budget. 

FYI – Joint meeting of Consumer Affairs and Land Use Committees to review the FY 2027 

Budget is on Thursday, April 16th at 5:00 (RPB members may attend either or both meetings). 

8. Adjourn 

 

*Members of the public may attend the meeting in person or via remote access using instructions at the 

top of the agenda. To view meeting documents, please visit Board Meetings & Minutes. For questions, 

contact the board office at 203-401-2515 or by email at jslubowski@rwater.com 

 



Safety is a core company value at the  Regional Water Authority .  

It is our goal to reduce workplace injuries to zero. 

 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

As winter transitions into early spring, roads can become more dangerous than 

many drivers expect. Even though conditions look better, these several hidden 

hazards appear when the snow begins to melt, and temperatures fluctuate:

1. Increased pedestrian, cyclist and outdoor activity

2. Joggers and dog walkers

3. Children playing outside

Drivers must stay alert and reduce speed in residential areas and near schools or 

parks. They should avoid these common mistakes:

1. Overconfident driving after winter

2. Risk of complacency on road surfaces

3. Melting conditions and standing water

In all circumstances, use caution and drive defensively, even when conditions 

seem safe. 



 
 

CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen LLP) is an independent network member of CLA Global. See CLAglobal.com/disclaimer. 
Investment advisory services are offered through CliftonLarsonAllen Wealth Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor. 
 

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 
29 South Main Street, 4th Floor 
West Hartford, CT 06107 
 
phone 860-561-4000  fax 860-521-9241 
claconnect.com 

 February 19, 2026 

Finance Committee, Representative Policy Board 
South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority  
New Haven, CT  06511-5966 
 
We are engaged to audit the financial statements of the business-type activities, and the fiduciary 
activities of the South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority as of and for the year ended May 
31, 2026. Professional standards require that we communicate to you the following information related 
to our audit. We will contact you to schedule a meeting to discuss this information since a two-way 
dialogue can provide valuable information for the audit process. 

Our responsibility under Auditing Standards Generally Accepted in the United States of America, 
Government Auditing Standards, and Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform 
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards and the 
Connecticut State Single Audit Act 

Financial statements, internal control, and compliance 

We will conduct our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America (U.S. GAAS); the standards for financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance); and the Connecticut State Single Audit Act (State 
Single Audit). Those standards require us to be independent of the entity and to meet our other ethical 
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. Those 
standards also require that we exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism 
throughout the planning and performance of the audit. As part of our audit, we will: 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements and material 
noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive 
to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our opinions. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement or a material noncompliance 
resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, 
forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. However, we will communicate to 
you in writing any significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal control relevant to 
the audit of the financial statements that we identify during the audit that are required to be 
communicated under U.S. GAAS and Government Auditing Standards. 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the 
financial statements, including the amounts and disclosures, and whether the financial 
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statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair 
presentation. 

 Conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or events, 
considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the entity’s ability to continue as 
a going concern for a reasonable period of time. 

 Form and express opinions about whether the financial statements prepared by management 
with your oversight are fairly presented, in all material respects, in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  

 Plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements as a whole are free from material misstatement. Reasonable assurance is a high 
level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit 
conducted in accordance with U.S. GAAS and the standards for financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements, including omissions, can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if 
there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the 
judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements. 

 Perform, as part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 
whole are free from material misstatement, tests of the entity’s compliance with provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements that have a material effect on the financial 
statements. However, the objective of our tests is not to provide an opinion on compliance with 
such provisions and we will not express such an opinion in our report on compliance issued 
pursuant to Government Auditing Standards. 

 Provide a report (which does not include an opinion) on internal control over financial reporting 
and on compliance with the provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, 
noncompliance with which could have a material effect on the financial statements, as required 
by Government Auditing Standards.  

 Obtain an understanding of internal control over compliance relevant to the audit in order to 
design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to test and report on 
internal control over compliance, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the entity's internal control over compliance. However, we will communicate to 
you in writing any significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal control over 
compliance that we identify during the audit that are required to be communicated. 

 Plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material 
noncompliance with the applicable compliance requirements occurred. Reasonable assurance is 
a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an 
audit conducted in accordance with U.S. GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, the Uniform 
Guidance and the State Single Audit Act will always detect material noncompliance when it 
exists. Material noncompliance can arise from fraud or error and is considered material if there 
is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment 
made by a reasonable user of the report. 
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 Perform tests of controls over compliance to evaluate the effectiveness of the design and 
operation of controls that we consider relevant to preventing or detecting material 
noncompliance with the direct and material compliance requirements applicable to each major 
federal or state award program. However, our tests will be less in scope than would be 
necessary to render an opinion on those controls and, accordingly, no opinion will be expressed 
in our report on internal control issued pursuant to the Uniform Guidance and the State Single 
Audit. 

 Consider internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and 
material effect on a major federal or state program in order to determine our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on 
internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and the State Single 
Audit. 

 Perform tests of transactions and other applicable procedures described in the “OMB 
Compliance Supplement” and the “Compliance Supplement to the State Single Audit” for the 
types of compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each of the 
entity’s major programs. The purpose of these procedures will be to express an opinion on the 
entity’s compliance with requirements applicable to each of its major programs in our report on 
compliance issued pursuant to the Uniform Guidance and the State Single Audit. While our audit 
will provide a reasonable basis for our opinion, it will not provide a legal determination on the 
entity’s compliance with those requirements. 

 Provide a report on internal control over compliance related to major programs and express an 
opinion (or disclaimer of opinion) on compliance with federal and state statutes, regulations, 
and the terms and conditions of federal or state awards that could have a direct and material 
effect on each major program in accordance with the Uniform Guidance and the State Single 
Audit. 

 Communicate significant matters related to the financial statement audit that are, in our 
professional judgment, relevant to your responsibilities in overseeing the financial reporting 
process. However, we are not required to design procedures specifically to identify such 
matters. 

 Communicate circumstances that affect the form and content of the auditors’ report. 

Our audit of the financial statements does not relieve you or management of your responsibilities. 

Supplementary information in relation to the financial statements as a whole 

Our responsibility for the schedule of expenditures of federal awards (SEFA) and the Schedule of 
Expenditures of State Financial Assistance (SESFA) accompanying the financial statements, as described 
by professional standards, is to evaluate the presentation of the SEFA and the SESFA in relation to the 
financial statements as a whole and to report on whether the SEFA and the SESFA are fairly stated, in all 
material respects, in relation to the financial statements as a whole. We will make certain inquiries of 
management and evaluate the form, content, and methods of preparing the SEFA and the SESFA to 
determine whether the SEFA and the SESFA complies with the requirements of the Uniform Guidance 
and the State Single Audit, respectively, the method of preparing the schedules has not changed from 
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the prior period, and the SEFA and the SESFA is appropriate and complete in relation to our audit of the 
financial statements. We will compare and reconcile the SEFA and the SESFA to the underlying 
accounting records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves.  

Required supplementary information 

With respect to the required supplementary information (RSI) accompanying the financial statements, 
we will make certain inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the RSI, including 
whether the RSI has been measured and presented in accordance with prescribed guidelines, whether 
the methods of measurement and preparation have been changed from the prior period and the 
reasons for any such changes, and whether there were any significant assumptions or interpretations 
underlying the measurement or presentation of the RSI. We will compare the RSI for consistency with 
management’s responses to the foregoing inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge obtained during the audit of the basic financial statements. Because these limited 
procedures do not provide sufficient evidence, we will not express an opinion or provide any assurance 
on the RSI. 

Use of financial statements 

Our auditors’ opinions, the audited financial statements, and the notes to financial statements should 
only be used in their entirety. Inclusion of the audited financial statements in a document you prepare, 
such as an annual report, should be done only with our prior approval and review of the document. You 
are responsible to provide us the opportunity to review such documents before issuance. 

Other information included in annual reports 

It is our understanding that our auditors’ report will be included in your annual report and that your 
annual report will be issued after the audit. Management is responsible for the preparation of other 
information included in your annual report and for providing such information to us in a timely manner, 
and if possible, prior to the date of our auditors’ report. Our responsibility for other information 
included in your annual report does not extend beyond the financial information identified in our 
opinions on the financial statements. We have no responsibility for determining whether such other 
information is properly stated and do not have an obligation to perform any procedures to corroborate 
other information contained in your annual report. We are required by professional standards to read 
the other information and consider whether a material inconsistency exists between the other 
information and the financial statements because the credibility of the financial statements and our 
auditors’ report thereon may be undermined by material inconsistencies between the audited financial 
statements and other information. If management refuses to correct a material misstatement of the 
other information, professional standards require us to communicate the matter to you. If, based on the 
work performed, we conclude that an uncorrected material misstatement of the other information 
exits, we are required to describe it in our report.    

Planned scope and timing of the audit 

An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements; therefore, our audit will involve judgment about the number of transactions to be 
examined and the areas to be tested. 

Our audit of the financial statements will include obtaining an understanding of the entity and its 
environment, including internal control, sufficient to assess the risks of material misstatement of the 
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financial statements and to design the nature, timing, and extent of further audit procedures. Material 
misstatements may result from (1) errors, (2) fraudulent financial reporting, (3) misappropriation of 
assets, or (4) violations of laws or governmental regulations that are attributable to the entity or to acts 
by management or employees acting on behalf of the entity. We will generally communicate our 
significant findings at the conclusion of the audit. However, some matters may be communicated 
sooner, particularly if significant difficulties are encountered during the audit where assistance is 
needed to overcome the difficulties or if the difficulties may lead to a modified opinion. We will also 
communicate any internal control related matters that are required to be communicated under 
professional standards.  

Although our audit planning has not been concluded and modifications may be made, we have 
identified the following significant risk(s) of material misstatement as part of our audit planning:  

 Management Override of Controls 

 Revenue Recognition 

As a result of unexpected events, changes in conditions, or the audit evidence obtained from the results 
of audit procedures performed, we may need to modify the overall audit strategy and audit plan and, 
thereby, the resulting planned nature, timing, and extent of further audit procedures, based on the 
revised consideration of assessed risks.  

We expect to begin our audit in April and issue our report on approximately September 15, 2026. 

* * * 

This communication is intended solely for the information and use of the Regional Water Authority and 
management of the South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority and is not intended to be, and 
should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

Sincerely, 

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 

 
 
David Flint, CPA 
Principal 
860-570-6379 
David.Flint@CLAconnect.com  

 





























           

Representative Policy Board 

Finance Committee 

South Central Connecticut Regional Water District 

Via Remote Access 

  

MINUTES 

  

Regular Meeting of Monday, February 9, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Committee Present: Vincent M. Marino, Jasper J. Jaser, Carolyn Mancini(R), Michelle 

Verderame(R), and Jamie Mowat Young(R) 

Committee Absent: Thomas P. Clifford, III and James X. DiCarlo 

RPB: Robert E. Harvey, Jr., Naomi Campbell(R), Charles Havrda(R), Stephen Iacuone(R), Mark 

Levine(R) 

Authority: S. Sack(R) 

Management: Sunny Lakshminarayanan, Rochelle Kowalski, Prem Singh, and Jim Hill(R), Victor 

Benni, Kevin Schnaitmann, and Charles DelVecchio 

OCA: Jeffrey Donofrio, Esq.(R) 

Chair Marino called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. He reviewed the Safety Moment distributed to 

members. 

On motion made by Ms. Young and seconded by Ms. Mancini, the Committee voted unanimously to 

approve the minutes of its January 12, 2026 meeting.  

At 5:02 p.m., on motion made by Ms. Young and seconded by Ms. Mancini, the Committee voted 

unanimously to go into executive session to receive a Cyber/Tech/Resiliency update protected under 

C.G.S. Section 1-200(6)(E) for matters covered by Section 1-210(b)(19)(i)(ii), pertaining to security 

risk. Present in executive session were Committee members, Messrs. Harvey, Havrda, Iacuone, 

Lakshminarayanan, Singh, Hill, Benni, Schnaitmann, and DelVecchio, and Mss. Campbell, Sack, 

Kowalski, and Slubowski. 

At 5:09 p.m., Mr. Jaser entered the meeting.  

At 5:24 p.m., the Committee came out of executive session. No votes were taken in, or as a result of 

executive session. 

Mr. Jaser moved for approval of the following resolutions: 

WHEREAS the South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority, on January 27, 

2026, filed an application with the Representative Policy Board (“RPB”) for approval of 

the 2026 Rate Application (the “Application”); and  

WHEREAS the Finance Committee of the Representative Policy Board reviewed the 

Application and recommended that the Application be accepted by the RPB as complete; 

and  

WHEREAS the Finance Committee recommended that a public hearing be conducted 

by a Presiding Member; and 
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WHEREAS the Finance Committee proposed a public hearing date of March 26, 2026 

at 7:00 p.m., in accordance with Special Act 77-98, as amended, and the RPB Bylaws 

and Rules of Practice. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the RPB accepts the Finance 

Committee’s recommendation to consider the Authority’s Application and determined 

to hold a public hearing, to be conducted by a Presiding Member, on March 26, 2026 at 

7:00 p.m., in accordance with Special Act 77-98, as amended, and the RPB Bylaws and 

Rules of Practice; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Chairperson is hereby directed to give notice of said 

hearing in accordance with Section 11 of the Rules of Practice, as amended. 

  Chair Marino stated that he reviewed the 2026 Rate Application and found it to be complete.  

Ms. Young seconded the motion. The chair called for the vote and the resolutions were approved 
unanimously for recommendation to the Representative Policy Board. 

At 5:22 p.m., Mr. Levine entered the meeting. 

Chair Marino reviewed attendance at upcoming Authority meetings: 

• February 26 – Mr. Marino  

• March 26 – Ms. Young 

• April 23 – Mr. Clifford 

• May 28 – Mr. Jaser 

There was no new business to report. 

 The next meeting is on March 9, 2026 at 5:00 p.m., via hybrid. 

At 5:27 p.m., the Committee voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting.  

        _______________________________  

Vincent Marino, Chair   
 (R) = Attended remotely.  



 
 
South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority 
90 Sargent Drive, New Haven, Connecticut 06511-5966  203-562-4020 
http://www.rwater.com 

 

TO: Vincent M. Marino  DATE: March 5, 2025 
 Marino, Zabel & Schellenberg, PLLC    
 657 Orange Center Road  RE: Quarterly Update of RPB  
 Orange, CT 06477   Approved Projects  

ATTN:     
 
We are sending you  Enclosed   Under Separate Cover via  E-Mail   Hand Delivery the 
following items: 
 

 Prints  Shop Drawings  Data Sheets  RPB Report 

 Sketches  Specifications  Brochures   
 

COPIES PREPARED BY REFERENCE NO.  DESCRIPTION 
1  December 2025 – February 2026 Quarterly Report 
    

 
THESE ARE TRANSMITTED: 
 

 As Requested  For Your Information   

 For Your Use  For Review and Comment   
 
Remarks: Enclosed please find the third quarter Fiscal Year 2026 status report of all RPB-
approved projects.   

          
          Very truly yours, 
 
          Regional Water Authority 
 
 
Copies to: David Borowy    
 Kevin Curseaden  Sunny Lakshminarayanan, P.E. 
 Catherine LaMarr  VP – Eng. & Env. Services/Interim CEO 
 Mario Ricozzi   
 Suzanne Sack   
 Todd Cort   
 Rochelle Kowalski   
 Premjith Singh   
 Elizabeth Calo   
 James Hill   
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STATUS OF RPB-APPROVED PROJECTS 
THIRD QUARTER FISCAL YEAR 2026 REPORT 

DECEMBER 2025 – FEBRUARY 2026 
 
Lake Gaillard Water Treatment Plant HVAC and Electrical Improvements 
 
Date Approved by the RPB:  March 2022 
Amount Approved by the RPB:  $6,130,800 
Amount Expended to Date: $4,899,557 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project: $6,130,800 
Scheduled Completion:  May 2024 
*Anticipated Completion: May 2026  

During the quarter, coordination between JLY Contractors and RWA continued in support of ongoing 
project implementation. Within the mechanical scope, installation of several HVAC components has 
been completed, including most of the ductwork, boilers, and air handling units (AHUs). One major 
AHU remains to be demolished and replaced. Demolition of the existing drop ceiling is complete, and 
installation of the new drop ceiling is underway. Work also continued with RWA’s commissioning agent, 
with active participation from the general contractor and relevant subcontractors. 

Lake Whitney Dam & Spillway Improvements Phase I – Initial Design Project 
 
Date Approved by the RPB: June 2022 
Amount Approved by the RPB: Not to exceed $5,520,000 
Amount Expended to Date: $3,442,392 
Estimated Final Cost of Initial Design: $3,500,000 
Scheduled Completion: September 2023  
*Anticipated Completion: February 2027 
 
During the quarter, the design team continued development of the final contract document package, 
coordinating closely with the associated funding sources. The design effort is progressing toward 100% 
completion. Additionally, the required permit application documentation for both the Connecticut 
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was 
submitted. 
 
Though the contract documents are close to 100%, due to the length of time required to obtain permit 
approval from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (typically 12-16 months), completion of Phase I is now 
anticipated to occur in February 2027. 
 
Lake Whitney Water Treatment Plant Chemical Feed Improvements 
 
Date Approved by the RPB:  May 2024 
Amount Approved by the RPB:  $3,100,000 
Amount Expended to Date: $1,241,327 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project: $3,100,000 
Scheduled Completion: October 2025 
Anticipated Completion: June 2026 

During the quarter, Kovacs Construction continued additional site mobilization and advanced demolition 
of both the caustic and sodium hypochlorite systems. Construction of the new hypochlorite system also 



Page 2 of 3 
 

progressed, including installation of two new bulk tanks and one day tank. Demolition of the existing 
caustic system has been completed, and construction activities for its replacement have begun. 

Throughout this period, RWA treatment staff successfully maintained operation of the temporary caustic 
feed system to ensure uninterrupted plant operations. 

 Lake Gaillard and Lake Saltonstall Water Treatment Plants Electrical Upgrades 

Date Approved by the RPB: July 2025 
Amount Approved by the RPB: $14,000,000 
Amount Expended to Date: $947,511 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project: $14,000,000 
Scheduled Completion: April 2028 
Anticipated Completion: April 2028 

During the quarter, the design was advanced to a bid ready state. RWA received comments from 
Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) and the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) as related to their review for conformance to the DWSRF and Congressionally Directed 
Spending (CDS) requirements.  The project was advertised for bid on December 22, 2025, and four bids 
were received on February 6, 2026.  Bids are currently under review. 

North Branford Tank Replacement 

Date Approved by the RPB: November 2025 
Amount Approved by the RPB: $10,200,000 
Amount Expended to Date: $462,799 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project: $10,200,000 
Scheduled Completion: July 2027 
Anticipated Completion: July 2027 

During the quarter, RWA began land clearing removal and expects it to complete in mid-March. This is 
due to Fish and Wildlife Services permit restrictions limiting land clearing to between November 1 and 
April 14 to avoid adverse impacts related to habitat destruction, affecting northern long-eared bats, tri-
colored bats, and Indiana bats. Final design is being prepared by our consultant, and we also await 
DWSRF review and approval to advertise for bid. 

Route 80 Control Valve Replacement 

Date Approved by the RPB: February 2026 
Amount Approved by the RPB: $9,900,000 
Amount Expended to Date: $1,522,670 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project: $9,900,000 
Scheduled Completion: March 2028 
Anticipated Completion: March 2028 

This project involves the relocation of the Route 80 control valve facility due to its criticality, condition, 
and operation, along with associated siting and safety issues. Work includes the installation of the control 
valve and vault, as well as a transmission main along Barnes Avenue that taps into the 48” PCCP 
transmission main on Quinnipiac Avenue.  Additionally, modifications to the related Essex Street 
pressure sustaining valve controls will be required. 
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An application for project approval was submitted to the RPB in November, and approval was received 
at the Board’s February 26 meeting. 
 
 
* Actual completion dates vary significantly from scheduled completion dates due to delays incurred 
because of extended material delivery and supply chain issues, and extended review periods taken by 
Connecticut Department of Public Health and the US Environmental Protection Agency due to DWSRF 
and CDS funding. Delays also occurred due to the need to obtain project waivers for the Buy America, 
Build America Act, which went into effect after these projects were designed but prior to bidding. 


