
   

Representative Policy Board  

Finance Committee 

South Central Connecticut Regional Water District 

Via Remote Access** 

 

AGENDA 

 

Regular Meeting of Monday, March 8, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Safety Moment 

2. Review Plan of Audit – FY 2021: R. Nossek and D. Smith 

3. Approval of Minutes - February 8, 2021 meeting 

4. Quarterly Report on RPB approved projects 

5. Committee member attendance at Authority meetings 

 March 18, 2021 – J. Jaser 

 April 15, 2021 – C. Havrda 

6. New Business 

 

7. Adjourn 

 

Note:  As a reminder, the next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held on Monday, April 

12, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. (regular meeting). 

 

Reminder: Special Budget Meeting – FY 2022 Budget – April 20, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

**In accordance with the Governor Lamont’s, Executive Order No. 7B for the Protection of 

Public Health and Safety during COVID-19 Pandemic and Response, the public meeting will 

be held remotely. Members of the public may attend the meeting via conference call, 

videoconference or other technology.  For information on attending the meeting via remote 

access, and to view meeting documents, please visit https://www.rwater.com/about-us/our-

boards/board-meetings-minutes?year=2021&category=1435&meettype=&page=.  For 

questions, contact the board office at 203-401-2515. 

 

https://www.rwater.com/about-us/our-boards/board-meetings-minutes?year=2021&category=1435&meettype=&page
https://www.rwater.com/about-us/our-boards/board-meetings-minutes?year=2021&category=1435&meettype=&page


Topic: RPB Finance Committee Meeting 

Time: Mar 8, 2021 05:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting (via conference call) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

Meeting ID: 850 2267 6710 

Passcode: 780295 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kNQEuzi9w 

 



Safety is a core company value at the  Regional Water Authority .  

It is our goal to reduce workplace injuries to zero.  

  

MARCH – MOLD PREVENTION 

Molds are part of the natural environment. Outdoors, 

mold breaks down dead organic matter such as fallen 

leaves and dead trees, but indoors, mold spores can 

cause health problems such as allergic reactions, asthma 

attacks and irritate the eyes, nose, skin and lungs. 

 
Tips to Prevent Mold: 

 

• Repair water leaks quickly 

• Clean and repair roof gutters regularly 

• Keep air conditioning drip pans clean 

• Keep indoor humidity low 

• Wipe down condensation that collects around windows and 

doors. 
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February 9, 2021 
 
Finance Committee, Representative Policy Board 
South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority 
New Haven, CT  06511-5966 
 
We are engaged to audit the financial statements of the business-type activities, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information of Audit 21 So Central CT Reg Water Auth as of and for the year ended May 31, 2021. 
Professional standards require that we communicate to you the following information related to our audit. We 
will contact you to schedule a meeting to discuss this information since a two-way dialogue can provide valuable 
information for the audit process. 

Our responsibility under Auditing Standards Generally Accepted in the United States of America and Title 2 
U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards 
Our responsibilities, as described by professional standards, are as follows: 

• Forming and expressing opinions about whether the financial statements prepared by management with 
your oversight are fairly presented, in all material respects, in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America.  

• Considering, as part of planning and performing our audit, the entity’s internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinions on 
the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting.  

• Considering internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material 
effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on internal control over compliance in 
accordance with Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, 
Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). 

• Planning and performing the audit to obtain reasonable, rather than absolute, assurance about whether 
the financial statements as a whole are free from material misstatement. 

• Performing, as part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the entity’s financial statements 
are free of material misstatement, tests of the entity’s compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts, and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on 
the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with 
those provisions is not an objective of our audit.  

• Examining, in accordance with the Uniform Guidance, on a test basis, evidence about the entity’s 
compliance with the types of compliance requirements described in the “U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) Compliance Supplement” applicable to each of its major federal programs for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the entity’s compliance with those requirements. While our audit 
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will provide a reasonable basis for our opinion, it will not provide a legal determination on the entity’s 
compliance with those requirements. 

• Communicating significant matters related to the financial statement audit that are, in our professional 
judgment, relevant to your responsibilities in overseeing the financial reporting process. However, we 
are not required to design procedures specifically to identify such matters. 

Our audit of the financial statements does not relieve you or management of your responsibilities. 

With respect to the required supplementary information (RSI) accompanying the financial statements, we will 
make certain inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the RSI, including whether the RSI has 
been measured and presented in accordance with prescribed guidelines, whether the methods of measurement 
and preparation have been changed from the prior period and the reasons for any such changes, and whether 
there were any significant assumptions or interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the 
RSI. We will compare the RSI for consistency with management’s responses to the foregoing inquiries, the basic 
financial statements, and other knowledge obtained during the audit of the basic financial statements. Because 
these limited procedures do not provide sufficient evidence, we will not express an opinion or provide any 
assurance on the RSI. 

Our responsibility for the schedule of expenditures of federal awards (SEFA) accompanying the financial 
statements, as described by professional standards, is to evaluate the presentation of the SEFA in relation to the 
financial statements as a whole and to report on whether the SEFA is fairly stated, in all material respects, in 
relation to the financial statements as a whole. We will make certain inquiries of management and evaluate the 
form, content, and methods of preparing the SEFA to determine whether the SEFA complies with the 
requirements of the Uniform Guidance, the method of preparing it has not changed from the prior period, and 
the SEFA is appropriate and complete in relation to our audit of the financial statements. We will compare and 
reconcile the SEFA to the underlying accounting records used to prepare the financial statements or to the 
financial statements themselves.  

Our auditors’ opinions, the audited financial statements, and the notes to financial statements should only be 
used in their entirety. Inclusion of the audited financial statements in a document you prepare, such as an 
annual report, should be done only with our prior approval and review of the document. Our responsibility for 
other information in documents containing the entity’s financial statements and our auditors’ report does not 
extend beyond the financial information identified in the report. We have no responsibility for determining 
whether such other information is properly stated and do not have an obligation to perform any procedures to 
corroborate other information contained in such documents. We are required by professional standards to read 
the other information in order to identify material inconsistencies between the audited financial statements and 
the other information because the credibility of the audited financial statements and our report may be 
undermined by material inconsistencies between the audited financial statements and other information.  

Planned scope and timing of the audit 
An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements; therefore, our audit will involve judgment about the number of transactions to be examined and 
the areas to be tested. 
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Our audit of the financial statements will include obtaining an understanding of the entity and its environment, 
including internal control, sufficient to assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements and 
to design the nature, timing, and extent of further audit procedures. Material misstatements may result from 
(1) errors, (2) fraudulent financial reporting, (3) misappropriation of assets, or (4) violations of laws or
governmental regulations that are attributable to the entity or to acts by management or employees acting on
behalf of the entity. We will generally communicate our significant findings at the conclusion of the audit.
However, some matters may be communicated sooner, particularly if significant difficulties are encountered
during the audit where assistance is needed to overcome the difficulties or if the difficulties may lead to a
modified opinion. We will also communicate any internal control related matters that are required to be
communicated under professional standards.

The audit will be scheduled and will progress according to the attached Audit Schedule. 

This communication is intended solely for the information and use of the Finance Committee of the 
Representative Policy Board and management of South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority and is not 
intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
Sincerely, 

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 

Ronald Nossek, CPA 
Principal 
401-330-2743
Ronald.Nossek@CLAconnect.com



 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL CONNECTICUT REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY 
AUDIT SCHEDULE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY 31, 2021 
 
February 18, 2021 BlumShapiro meets with the Authority at 12:30 pm to review audit plan - firm 

date. 
 
March 8, 2021 BlumShapiro meets with Finance Committee of RPB at 5:00 pm to review 

audit plan - firm date. 
 
March 29, 2021 BlumShapiro sends the management an audit request listing for interim 

fieldwork. 
 
April 12 - April 14, 2021 BlumShapiro completes internal control work and performs planning and 

begins year-end audit fieldwork. 
 (Conference room space will be reserved) 
 
April 14, 2021 BlumShapiro sends management an audit request listing for year-end 

fieldwork. 
 
June 18, 2021 Management sends BlumShapiro reports for unbilled for sample testing 

selections 
 
June 23, 2021 BlumShapiro sends Management selections for final fieldwork testing. 
 
July 21, 2021 Management provides final trial balance, new accounts, and associated 

mapping to BlumShapiro. 
 
July 22 – August 3, 2021  BlumShapiro performs year-end fieldwork. 
  
July 23, 2021 BlumShapiro provides draft Excel Financial Statements for management to 

review the Financial Statements groupings. 
 
July 27 – August 1, 2021 Management provides footnote support to BlumShapiro. 
 
August 3, 2021 BlumShapiro provides draft footnote report and schedules. 
 
August 6, 2021 Management to provide final footnotes to BlumShapiro. 
 
August 10 – 11, 2021 BlumShapiro meets with management to finalize footnotes and open FS 

items (if needed) 
 
August 12, 2021 Management provides BlumShapiro with updated wording for footnotes 
 
August 18, 2021 BlumShapiro provides management with draft audit report (Financial 

Statements and Footnotes) and draft management letter. 
 
August 25, 2021 Management responds to draft audit report and draft management letter.  
 
September 1, 2021 BlumShapiro sends management an electronic file containing signed audited 

financials. 
 
September 10, 2021   Management receives bound reports for mailing to Board Members 
 



 

 

September 16, 2021 BlumShapiro meets with the Authority at 12:30 pm to review the audit results 
- firm date. 

 
October 4, 2021 BlumShapiro meets with Finance Committee of RPB at 5:00 pm to review the 

audit results - firm date. 
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Representative Policy Board  

Finance Committee 

South Central Connecticut Regional Water District 

Via Remote Access 

 

MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting of Monday, February 9, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ATTENDEES: Finance Committee Members: Tom Clifford, Charles Havrda, Jay Jaser, 

Vincent Marino, Tim Slocum and Michelle Verderame 

   RPB Members: Mario Ricozzi 

    FMA Member: Anthony DiSalvo 

Management: Larry Bingaman, Rochelle Kowalski, Premjith Lakshman 

Singh 

   OCA: Atty. Jeffrey Donofrio 

   Staff: Jennifer Slubowski 

Chair Slocum reviewed the Safety Moment distributed to members. 

On motion made by Mr. Clifford, seconded by Mr. Jaser, the committee voted to approve the 

minutes of its January 11, 2021 meeting.  

Chair Slocum reported that it is standard to review the Authority’s compensation annually, with 

consideration for a salary increase every third year. The upcoming fiscal year will be three years 

since the Authority’s last pay adjustment. Committee members reviewed the Authority’s 

compensation history and Consumer Price Index for FY 2022 with management.  

Ms. Kowalski, the RWA’s Vice President of Finance suggested increase of 4.59% based on the 

annual Consumer Price Index. Members discussed the effect of the pandemic on finances and 

recent merit increases for RWA employees and Representative Policy Board members.  

Mr. Bingaman, the RWA’s Chief Executive Officer and President, suggested a merit increase 

comparable to what RWA’s management received. After discussion, on motion made by Mr. 

Havrda, seconded by Mr. Marino, and unanimously carried, the committee voted to recommend 

to the Representative Policy Board a 3% increase for Authority member compensation 

commencing on June 1, 2021 in the amount of $34,500 for Chair and $25,200 for Directors. 

Chair Slocum reported on the committee member scheduled to attend the Authority meeting on 

Thursday, February 18, 2021.  
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Finance Committee 

February 8, 2021   

  

There was no new business to report. 

At 5:16 p.m., on motion made by Mr. Clifford, seconded by Mr. Havrda, and unanimously 

carried, the committee voted to go into executive session to discuss RWA’s Cyber/Technology 

Resiliency.  Present in executive session were committee members, Messrs. Ricozzi, DiSalvo, 

Bingaman, Singh, Donofrio and Mss. Kowalski and Slubowski.  

At 5:48 p.m., the committee came out of executive session and the meeting adjourned. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Timothy Slocum, Chairman 

 

 

Note:  The next meeting of the Finance Committee will take place on Monday, March 8, 2021 at 

5:00 p.m. (regular meeting). 



 
 
South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority 
90 Sargent Drive, New Haven, Connecticut 06511-5966  203-562-4020 
http://www.rwater.com 

 

TO: Tim Slocum  DATE: March 3, 2021 
 1285 Lilac Court    
 Cheshire, CT 06410  RE: Quarterly Update of RPB  
    Approved Projects  

ATTN:     
 
We are sending you  Enclosed   Under Separate Cover via  E-Mail   Hand Delivery the 
following items: 
 

 Prints  Shop Drawings  Data Sheets  RPB Report 

 Sketches  Specifications  Brochures   
 

COPIES PREPARED BY REFERENCE NO.  DESCRIPTION 
1  December 2020 – February 2021 Quarterly Report 
    

 
THESE ARE TRANSMITTED: 
 

 As Requested  For Your Information   

 For Your Use  For Review and Comment   
 
Remarks:  Enclosed please find the third quarter Fiscal Year 2021 status report of all RPB-
approved projects.   

          Very truly yours, 
 
           Regional Water Authority 
 
 
Copies to: Anthony DiSalvo    
 Joseph A. Cermola  Edward O. Norris, III, P.E. 
 David Borowy  Vice President – Asset Management 
 Suzanne Sack   
 Kevin Curseaden   
 Mario Ricozzi   
 Larry Bingaman   
 Rochelle Kowalski   
 Beth Nesteriak   
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STATUS OF RPB-APPROVED PROJECTS 
THIRD QUARTER FISCAL YEAR 2021 REPORT 

DECEMBER 2020 – FEBRUARY 2021 
 

Ansonia-Derby Tank 
 
Date of Initial Approval by the RPB:  November 2012 
Date Re-approved by the RPB:  February 2019 
Amount Initially Approved by the RPB:  $4,900,000 
Revised Amount Approved by the RPB:  $5,100,000 
Amount Expended to Date:  $1,129,088 
Estimated Final Cost of Project:  $5,100,000 
Scheduled Completion:  February 2020 
Anticipated Completion:  November 2022 
 
On January 19, 2021, Judge Berger rendered his decision and dismissed the appeal of the plaintiff against 
the City of Derby and the Planning and Zoning Commission related to site plan approval, as well as the 
exemption issued by the City related to tank height and environmental impacts as a result of tank site 
development. The Judge ruled that the plaintiff failed to sustain their burden of proof that the commission 
acted improperly in approving the site plan, or that there would be impairment or destruction of the public 
trust in the natural resources of the state. The plaintiff requested an extension until March 1, 2021, to file 
a petition for permission to appeal to the appellate court. The plaintiff filed this petition on February 26, 
2021, and Murtha will file an opposition to the petition on March 8, 2021. RWA reinitiated discussions 
with the City of Derby to finalize the Tank site land lease document in preparation of contract execution. 
 
Brushy Plains Water System Improvements 
 
Date Approved by the RPB:  July 2016 
Amount Approved by the RPB:  $4,700,000 
Amount Expended to Date: $4,512,210 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project:  $4,561,000 
Scheduled Completion:  June 2018 
Anticipated Completion:  August 2020; Final Payment was made to the contractor in August 
 
Final payment was issued to our consultant, Tighe & Bond, Inc., in February 2021.   This project is 
now complete. 

System-Wide Radio Telemetry (RTU) Upgrades  

Date Approved by the RPB:  July 2018 
Amount Approved by the RPB:  $5,700,000 
Amount Expended to Date:  $4,114,695 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project: $5,700,000 
Scheduled Completion:  May 2020 
Anticipated Completion:  August 2021 

Knapp Engineering, the contractor, continues to perform field work such as antenna and network 
cabinet installations. EMA, our consultant, continues to review submittals and memos from the 
contractor.  The transitioning of sites to the new equipment began on January 19, 2021. Coon Hollow 
Pump Station, Fountain Lake Pump Station, Hill Street Pump Station, Ford Street Pump Station and 
Derby Wellfield are now upgraded to new controls and communications.  
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Branford Hill Service Area Improvements 

Date Approved by the RPB:  April 2020 
Amount Approved by the RPB:  $2,400,000 
Amount Expended to Date:  $2,405,151 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project: $2,405,151 
Scheduled Completion:  May 2020 
Actual Completion:  May 2020; Potential work remaining is noted below. 
 
Negotiations with CDOT regarding possible additional pavement restoration were put on hold as a 
result of the pandemic, and remained on hold through the third quarter.  It is anticipated that 
negotiations will resume in the fourth quarter of FY 2021. 
 
North Sleeping Giant Wellfield Facilities Improvements 
 
Date Approved by the RPB: June 2020 
Amount Approved by the RPB:  $2,100,000 
Amount Expended to Date:  $794,325 
Estimated Final Cost of the Project:  $2,100,000 
Scheduled Completion:  August 2021 
Anticipated Completion:  August 2021 
 
During the quarter, the contractor for the project, Associated Construction, completed demolition and 
installation of the new phosphate chemical system, and began demolition of the existing sodium 
hypochlorite chemical system. RWA treatment staff removed the temporary phosphate system and 
installed a temporary sodium hypochlorite system. 
 


